Serial No. 10/829,492 

Response to December 12, 2007 Office Action 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

Claims: 

1 . (Currently Amended) An oven comprising: 

a heating housing defining an internal heating chamber that supplies heat to raw 
grease-emitting food product to produce prepared food product from the raw food 
product; 

a drain disposed at a base of the heating housing in communication with the 
heating chamber; 

a portable container placed in proximity to the drain, wherein the container 
defines an internal grease collection reservoir containing a fluid of sufficient amount to 
maintain at least a predetermined fluid level; and 

a grease removal conduit connected to the drain at a first end, and in 
communication with the reservoir at a second end that extends below the 
predetermined fluid level, wherein the conduit receives grease emitted during heating of 
the food product and delivers the emitted grease to the container; 

wherein the fluid has a fluid density that is different than a grease density of the 
grease delivered to the container. 

2. (Original) The oven as recited in claim 1 , wherein the heating housing further 
includes a drip pan located above the drain and defining an opening in alignment with 
the drain. 

3. (Original) The oven as recited in claim 2, wherein the drip pan is sloped 
towards the opening. 

4. (Original) The oven as recited in claim 2, wherein the heating housing further 
comprises a second drain for the removal of non-grease condensation. 
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5. (Original) The oven as recited in claim 4, further comprising a valve disposed 
in the conduit that can be actuated to control fluid flow from the drain to the reservoir.. 

6. (Canceled) 

7. (Original) The oven as recited in claim 1 , wherein the container further 
comprises a spout that delivers accumulated grease to a grease drainage site. 

8. (Original) The oven as recited in claim 1 , wherein the container further 
comprises a siphon tube that delivers accumulated grease to a grease drainage site. 

9. (Original) The oven as recited in claim 1 , further comprising a pump 
connected to first tubing that extends into the reservoir, and second tubing that extends 
to a grease drainage site, wherein the pump is operable to provide a force that delivers 
accumulated grease from the reservoir to the grease drainage site.. 

10. (Original) The oven as recited in claim 9, further comprising a sensor located 
in the reservoir that senses a fluid level and automatically disconnects the pump when a 
grease fluid level reaches the predetermined level. 

1 1 . (Withdrawn) A method for removing grease from an oven of the type that 
includes a heating housing defining an internal heating chamber that receives raw 
grease-emitting food product, the steps comprising: 

(A) supplying heat to the raw food product and producing a quantity of grease 
within the heating chamber; 

(B) directing the grease into a drain formed in the heating housing; 

(C) directing the grease from the opening into a conduit connected at a first 
end to the drain and having a second end extending into a reservoir; 

(D) emptying grease from the reservoir; and 
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(E) preventing ambient air from entering the heating chamber through the 
drain during steps (A) through (E). 

12. (Withdrawn) The method as recited in claim 11, wherein step (E) further 
comprises actuating a valve to seal the conduit. 

1 3. (Withdrawn) The method as recited in claim 1 1 , wherein step (E) further 
comprises maintaining a predetermined fluid level in the reservoir during step (A). 

14. (Withdrawn) The method as recited in claim 13, further comprising sensing an 
actual fluid level in the reservoir and comparing the fluid level to the predetermined fluid 
level. 

1 5. (Withdrawn) The method as recited in claim 1 1 , wherein step (B) comprises 
installing a drip pan into the heating housing that defines an opening in alignment with 
the drain. 

16. (Withdrawn) The method as recited in claim 15, wherein step (B) further 
comprises covering a second non-grease removing drain formed in the heating housing 
with the drip pan. 

1 7. (Withdrawn) The method as recited in claim 1 1 , wherein step (D) further 
comprises transporting the reservoir from the oven to a grease drainage location. 

18. (Withdrawn) The method as recited in claim 1 1 , wherein step (D) further 
comprises siphoning grease from the reservoir into a grease drainage location. 

19. (Withdrawn) The method as recited in claim 1 1 , wherein step (D) further 
comprises pumping grease from the reservoir into a grease drainage location. 
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20. (Withdrawn) The method as recited in claim 19, wherein step (D) further 
comprises sensing an actual grease level inside the reservoir and determining when 
grease is to be pumped. 

21 . (New) The oven as recited in claim 1 , wherein the fluid density if less than the 
grease density. 

22. (New) The oven as recited in claim 21 , wherein the fluid is a water-like fluid. 

23. (New) The oven as recited in claim 22, wherein the fluid is water. 

24. (New) The oven as recited in claim 1 , wherein the grease removal conduit forms 
a seal with the fluid to create a closed system. 

25. (New) The oven as recited in claim 24, wherein the closed system prevents the 
escape of gasses from the heating housing. 

26. (New) The oven as recited in claim 1 , wherein the fluid is disposed in the 
portable container prior to receiving grease emitted during heating of the food product 

27. (New) The oven as recited in claim 4, wherein drip pan is not in fluid 
communication with the second drain. 
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